
Section 14.4 Resources from 
the Seafloor
This section discusses the energy and mineral resources obtained from Earth’s
seafloor.

Reading Strategy
Identifying Details As you read, complete the concept map to
identify details about resources from the ocean. For more information
on this Reading Strategy, see the Reading and Study Skills in the
Skills and Reference Handbook at the end of your textbook.

Energy Resources
1. Circle the letter of the main energy products currently being

obtained from the seafloor. 
a. gas hydrates and salts
b. coal and oil
c. natural gas and gas hydrates
d. natural gas and oil 

2. The source of today’s natural gas and oil deposits is the ancient
remains of microscopic . 

3. Is the following sentence true or false? The majority of the world’s 
oil is produced from ocean floor resources. 

4. What is one environmental concern about offshore petroleum 
exploration?
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5. Compact chemical structures made of water and natural gas under
the ocean floor are called . 

6. How do gas hydrates form? 

7. Is the following sentence true or false? When brought up from the
ocean floor to the ocean surface, gas hydrates rapidly break down.

Other Resources
8. Circle the letter of the method of obtaining sand and gravel

from the ocean.
a. drilling offshore
b. mining with suction devices
c. collecting with submersibles
d. evaporating from ocean water 

9. How do manganese nodules form? 

10. Complete the following flowchart to show how evaporative
salts form.
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b. Salts in seawater increase 
in concentration.


