
Introduction to the Oceans

Introduction to the Oceans
This text is from the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

One cannot learn about the weather we experience without considering the ocean and its effect on 
our weather . . . and the weather's effect on it. We must consider the ocean because nearly 71% of 
the earth's surface is covered by it and more than 97% of all our water is contained in it.

The World's major oceans

We must consider the ocean and its impact as more than 
one-half of the world's population lives within 60 miles 
(100 km) of the ocean.

We must consider the ocean as its ability to absorb, 
store, and release heat into the atmosphere is huge and 
often directly affects us. In fact, just the top 10 feet of the 
ocean surface contains more heat than our entire 
atmosphere.

Major climate events, such as El Niño, result from ocean 
temperature changes. These temperature changes then have impacts on weather events such as 
hurricanes, typhoons, floods and droughts which, in turn, affect the prices of fruits, vegetables and 
grains.

With all of this water it is essential that we consider "the ocean."
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Introduction to the Oceans - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What covers nearly 71% of the earth's surface and contains more than 97% of the 

earth's water?

A. the ocean

B. the world's population

C. the atmosphere

D. weather events

2. What does the author try to persuade readers about?

A. the importance of the weather to us and the ocean

B. the importance of weather events to us and the ocean

C. the importance of the ocean to us and the weather

D. the importance of people to the ocean and the weather

3. The ocean is very important to everyone in the world. What evidence from the text 

best supports this conclusion?

A. "We must consider the ocean because nearly 71% of the earth's surface is covered by 
it . . . ."

B. "We must consider the ocean and its impact as more than one-half of the world's 
population lives within 60 miles (100 km) of the ocean."

C. "We must consider the ocean as its ability to absorb, store, and release heat into the 
atmosphere is huge and often directly affects us."

D. "Major climate events, such as El Niño, result from ocean temperature changes."
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Introduction to the Oceans - Comprehension Questions

4. Read these sentences from the text.

We must consider the ocean as its ability to absorb, store, and 

release heat into the atmosphere is huge and often directly affects 

us. . . .

Major climate events, such as El Niño, result from ocean 

temperature changes. These temperature changes then have 

impacts on weather events such as hurricanes, typhoons, floods 

and droughts which, in turn, affect the prices of fruits, vegetables 

and grains.

Based on the text, what can you infer about the way the ocean affects us?

A. The ocean affects our body temperatures.

B. The ocean affects our ability to store heat.

C. The ocean affects us directly and indirectly.

D. The ocean does not affect us at all.

5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. The ocean is important because it affects us, covers most of the earth's surface, and 
affects weather and climate.

B. The ocean covers about 71% of the earth's surface and contains more than 97% of 
the earth's water.

C. The ocean can hold more heat than the atmosphere, and it can absorb, store, and 
release heat into the atmosphere.

D. Changes in the ocean temperature cause major climate events and impact weather 
events.
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